A GROUP OF TCDDLERS PLAYI NG W TH BLOCKS.

One can barely pick up a block, another has mracul ously
managed to teeter one atop another.

EVA (V.O)
Ever since | can renenber, people
have said | was neant for big
t hi ngs. ..

W find an 18-MONTH OLD G RL with dark hair and sparkling
eyes who’'s built a huge wall of blocks. She |aughs in
delight, then knocks them over.

I NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOCL LUNCH ROOM  DAY.

9-year old Eva and friends sit with arns fol ded, ignoring the
trays of food in front of them

EVA (V.Q)
Maybe it was the hunger-strike |
organi zed in fourth grade over the
fact that although the school
burgers contai ned many ingredients,
none of them was neat.

A TEACHER across the way tries to sneak a fry. Eva glares at
her and she puts it down.
EXT. SOCCER FI ELD. DAY.

16-year old Eva argues with a BURLY MALE REF.

EVA (V.O)
O maybe because once after a bad
call, I called a soccer ref so many

dirty nanes..
The man starts crying and wal ks away.
EVA (V.O)
Who knew he spoke Spani sh? Wat ever
it was, people said | was going
pl aces.
I NT. CORPCORATE BOARDROOM  DAY.

EVA RAM REZ, now in her late 20’s, beautiful, intelligent,
confidently gives a presentation to power-suited execs.



EVA (V.0)
A hi gh- powered exec. ..

I NT. COURTROOM  DAY.
Eva makes an inpassioned plea to a riveted jury.

EVA (V.O)
Take-no-prisoners attorney...

EXT. U S. CAPITOL STEPS. DAY
Eva’s sworn in by a Suprene Court Justice.

EVA (V.Q)
kay, so maybe the Oval Ofice is a
bit over-the-top for a 26-year old
Latina from Santa Mari a,
California, but |I always say if
you' re gonna dream suena con
corazon-- why be hal f-assed? See,
in ny heart, | believed any of
t hese things were possible --no--
i nevitable. Wich nmade ny current
situation all the nore depressing.

CLOSE. A GUY SNORI NG LOUD ENOUGH TO CAUSE EAR DAVAGE

EVA.

In sleeping t-shirt and bare | egs, stands in her apartnent

LI VING ROOM Her husband JOE and his buddy, both in grass-
stained “Joe’s dass” softball uniforns, are passed out in a
pai r of Barcal oungers, surrounded by enpty beer bottles and
fast food bags, game controllers in their |aps.

An X-BOX BASEBALL GAME is on the TV, in auto-pilot with an
ANNOUNCER cal i ng the action.

EVA (V.Q)
Sonetinmes in the night, alittle
voi ce pays you a visit. The one
that tells you despite your
attenpts to see the glass as half-
full, everything in your life is
wong. Sonetinmes the voice is
barely audible. Oher tines--



Eva wal ks over. Joe’s wet beer bottle soaks into the cover
of her book “Em |y Dickinson: The Art of Faith”. She | ooks
around. The ness, the pile of bills by the phone.

X- BOX ANNOUNCER
You're outta therel

I NT. EVA'S CORCLLA. M DDLE OF THE NI GHT.

Eva drives through a business section of Santa Mari a,
suitcases piled in the backseat.

EVA (V.Q)
A wi se man once said hone is that
pl ace where you’' re al ways accept ed,
no matter who or what you are.

She turns onto a residential street in a working-class
nei ghbor hood and stops in front of a nodest bungal ow.

EVA
He wasn’t Latin.

A WLD EYED RI TA CONTRERAS
Eva’s Mom 50-ish, a handsone ball-buster of a wonman.
RI TA
Que tontal!! You left your
husband?! Because you’ re not
happy?! Wsat kind of crazy reason
is that?!
EVA (V.Q)
Told you | was a dreaner.

W DER

Wre in Rita’s confortably cluttered kitchen

EVA
Mom |'mlosing track of who I am
I’mlosing ny mnd. |If | don't

start follow ng ny dreans--

RI TA
Dreans?! Do you think that’ s what
this world is about, Eva?

( MORE)



Rl TA(cont ' d)

Look at nme -- ny husband is dead,

nmy heart is broken by two daughters

who bedevil ne, ny enpl oyees at the

restaurant rob me blind. M life

i s nothing but constant pain and

aggravation, but do I conplain?
(beat)

And in case you've forgotten

divorce is a sin!

EVA
The Pope nodified his stance on
t hat .

RI TA

The Pope needs to grow pel ot as!
Eva joins Rita at the table.

RI TA
My poor Eva, God is the one whose
j udgnent matters. Anger H m who
knows what formH s wath wll
t ake? Jesus, the Blessed Virgin,
all the saints and apostl es--they
will not viewthis with pleasurel
Be careful or they will rain
vengeance upon you

EVA
Do you worship God or the Mexican
Maf i a?

Sl eepy NELLY CONTRERAS, Eva’'s 13-year old sister, wanders in.

NELLY
(with a yawn, to Eva)
You | eft Joe again, huh?

She crosses to get a snack out of the cupboard.

RI TA
What about your baby sister? Have
you consi dered what this nonsense
is showing her? Nelly idolizes
youl!

NELLY
| do?

EVA
" m showi ng her she needs to be her
own person. That her dreans
matter.

( MORE)



EVA(cont ' d)
That she shoul d never all ow herself

to be dimnished or defined by a
man or society.

NELLY
That’s definitely a no on the
“idolizing” thing.

From out si de they hear the CRASH of trash cans and a car
engi ne dieseling off.

NELLY
Grandpa’ s hone.

The back door bursts open and G L CONTRERAS, a relentlessly
cheery barrel-chested man of 70, blows in. As usual, he’'s
hal f in the bag.

GL
Aye Dios, what a night! There I
was, drunk as a priest during
Semana Santa-- in the parking | ot
of the Indian casino--

RI TA
Crazy old man! You don’t see your
gr anddaught ers standi ng behind you?

GL
Sorry.

He turns so he’s addressing everyone.

GL
When this guy, who | owned at the
poker table shows up with a tire
iron--

RI TA
Papi !

GL
VWhat? After 42 years in
construction | 'mnot entitled to a
ni ght of fun?

He squints at Eva.
GL

Eva, ny love. D d you |eave Joe
agai n?



EVA
Yes, yes. | left Joe. To becone
the person | was neant to be.
(to Gl)

To not have to wait 42 years to
live the life | want.

G| nods w th understanding and pulls her close.

GL
Just nmake sure nobody wants to
split your skull with a tire iron

NELLY
W se words i ndeed.

RI TA

Leavi ng your husband, w ecking your
marriage. You can stay here one
week until you cone to your senses.

(shaki ng her head)
Next thing it’ Il be quitting your
par al egal job, nmoving in here and
com ng back to work at the
restaurant.

EVA
(beat)
Only part-tinme while I’ mtaking
cl asses at Cal Poly.

Rita is nearly overcone.
EXT. CESAR CHAVEZ M DDLE SCHOOL. NEXT DAY

Morni ng drop-off tinme. As Eva and Nelly approach, Eva's cel
rings. Eva |looks at the display.

EVA
Joe, it’s your fiftieth call this
nor ni ng.
(yelling at her phone)
I’ mnot answering!

NELLY
Surprisingly, that’s even nore
effective if you press “tal k”.

OTHER MOMS brighten as they see Eva and ad-lib “Eval”, “Wiuere
you been hiding?”, “Good to see you again, girl!” Nelly
exchanges a flirty smle with a HOT GQUY in a car at the curb.



EVA
And who m ght that be?

NELLY
Who m ght who be?

The guy | ays rubber as he squeals off.

EVA
The guy driving |ike he doesn’t
know your big sister once kicked
her tae-bo instructor so hard his
reproductive future was put into

guesti on.
NELLY
Sean Draper. Sophonore at the high
school. Drops his sister off here
in the norning. Pretty hot, huh?
EVA
Yeah. In a worst nightmare in

human form ki nda way.

GABBY (O S.)
Eva!

GABBY SCOLI S, a stocky woman Eva’'s age, runs up, her son
trudging after, peering in his sack lunch. Gabby gives Eva a
bi g hug.

GABBY
W. Sneared mascara, slept-in
clothes -- if you snelled |ike

Jager shots and had your bra on
backwards it’d be like old tines!

EVA
| spent the night on nmy Monis sofa.

Eva’s cell rings. She ignores it.

GABBY
Wait. N ght on the sofa, cel
ringing off the hook-- you and Joe--

She starts | aughing.
GABBY' S SON

Hey, the cheese in ny sandw ch’s
got blue nold all over it!



GABBY
Suck it up, it’Il fight off
i nfections.

The norning bell rings, the kids say goodbye and head off.

EVA
I’ m gl ad everybody finds ne and Joe
breaki ng up so damm anusi ng.

GABBY
Honey, it’s not news. You | eave
him he calls a mllion tinmes, you
give in. Youre a Dr. Phil segnent.

Suddenly they' re buffeted by w nd-wash as an enornmous Cl Tl GRO
PRODUCE SEM - TRUCK barrels past doing at least fifty.

EVA
It’'s a school zone, cabron!

MOM #1
These trucks started com ng through
| ast week. Day, night, it’'s a
m racl e none of the kids have been
hurt.

EVA
This is insane. W gotta organi ze a
group conpl ai nt.

GABBY
Yeah! And you can lead it! And
nobody el se has to go!

O her nons ad-1ib agreenent.
MOM #1

You don’t need us, Eva. Nobody
ki cks butt 1ike you.

GABBY
The school bully you shouted down
inthird grade is still in therapy.
I think you turned him gay.
EVA
kay, 1'll see what | can do.
(to Gabby)

And by the way, you can’t “turn”
sonmebody gay.



GABBY
(with a shrug)
True, he was probably bi to begin
with.

Eva’s cell rings, she stuffs it in her purse.
I NT. SANTA MARI A COUNTY SHERI FF' S OFFI CE. LATER
Eva tal ks to the desk officer.

SHERI FF
Citigro's got a lot of friends
around here. W’ ve been told to
| ook the other way if they're a
coupla mles an hour over the
[imt.

EVA
A couple of mles? Street racers
cranked on fatch are nore safety
consci ous.

SHERI FF
You coul d apply for speed-bunps.

EVA
Fi ne.

He reaches down and sl aps a nountain of fornms before her. She
just 1 ooks at him

SHERI FF
And that’'s the short form
I NT. CROWDED CI TY HALL HALLWAY.

Packed with people. Eva angrily enters carrying the forns.
She’s jostled hard into a GREAT-LOCKI NG GUY in an expensive

suit, the man we will know as HEATH.
EVA
(still fum ng)

Sorry.
Heat h gi ves Eva an apprai sing | ook.

HEATH
No worries. First day of filing
for the fall nunicipal election.
Gets pretty crazy around here.



10.

EVA
Tell ne about it. |I've got a major
traffic safety issue and |’ m being
treated like I’mthe problem

HEATH
Hey, you can’'t fight City Hall.

EVA
The hell you can’t.

She chucks the forns into the trash.

EVA
Do you know which way the Mayor’s
office is?

HEATH
End of the hall. But he's in
Seattle. Anything I can help wth?

EVA
Not unl ess you can do sonet hi ng
about the G tigro trucks driving
past ny sister's school like it's
t he Tal | adega 500 because it's a
| ower-m ddl e cl ass Hi spanic
nei ghbor hood and we all know if it
were a white subdivision, the
di ckl ess bureaucrats around here
woul d have cops witing tickets
i ke Carlos Fuentes and there'd be
so many speed bunps the road woul d
be lunpier than ny ass after the
Feast Day of San Antoni o de Abad.

Heath is totally taken with her.

HEATH
Maybe | can
(of fering his hand)
Heath Breuer, city council. O

shoul d | say, dickless bureaucrat?

A strategic ally. Suddenly Eva is all charm She takes his
hand.

EVA
Eva Ramrez. O should | say,
chick with foot in nouth?
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I NT. NELLY S BEDROOM  THAT NI GHT.

Cl othes strewn everywhere, walls covered with posters. Eva
makes up a mattress on the floor as Nelly sits at her
conmput er poppi ng back and forth between Facebook and 10

si mul t aneous | Ms.

NELLY
So you're having lunch with a guy
on the Gty Council?

EVA
Tonmorrow, right after | enroll at
Cal Poly.

NELLY
| still can’t believe you’ re going
back to school of your own free
will. If it weren't for the whole
repeating grades thing, |I'd be gone
NOW.

EVA

And spend your days sleeping ‘til
noon, working in a fast food joint
and Facebook-ing until dawn?

NELLY
Are you purposely trying to torture
me?

EVA

Nel |y, school’s about the future.
Look at ne. I'mfinally gonna get
ny English Lit degree. Then maybe
on to |l aw school or a Master's or
even a PhD. School can take you
anywhere-- all it takes is focus
and work and st udy.

NELLY
If this is a pep-talk, it really
sucks.

EVA

(1 ooki ng around)
This is so crazy. M bed was over
there. Your crib was on that wall.

NELLY
It’s gonna be cool having you here.
Finally the sisters we never got
t he chance to be.

( MORE)



NELLY(cont' d)

(beat)
So can you score ne sone rubbers?

Eva i s speechl ess.

NELLY
Sean invited ne to this high school
party Friday night and I want to be
r eady.

EVA
You' re 13. Cetting ready for a
party is supposed to be trying
mascara and buyi ng new shoes. No.
Absol utely no way am | hel ping you
get condonms.

NELLY
Come on. Momsaid at nmy age you
were so | oose the only thing you
didn’'t do was the dishes.

EVA
That’s a total lie.
(off Nelly’s | ook)
kay, but it was only Joe, | was
brain dead, | got pregnant, | ended

up marrying a man who was a boy,
three weeks later | m scarried and
there | was-- stuck.

NELLY
Right, which is why | want rubbers.

EVA
Does Mom know you’ re thinking about
this kind of stuff?

NELLY
Pl ease. | never tell her anything.
She's so old school, when a guy
comes over, she expects himto
bring a goat and chickens.

EVA
You' d be better off. Honey, trust
me--you’' re too young to be thinking
about this. It’s way too soon

NELLY
(beat)
So maybe over the sumrer?

12.
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I NT. NELLY' S BEDROOM M DDLE OF THE NI GHT.

Eva tosses and turns, then opens her eyes. Joe is squatted
next to her mattress.

JCE
Hey.
EVA
(an angry whi sper)
Joe?!!
JCE
Yo, | renmenber this room

(nods to an open w ndow)
Sneaking in after your parents were
asl eep. Your Ricky Martin poster,
your books everywhere- -

(1 ooki ng at her)

--how hot you | ooked in that old
football jersey you slept in. Just
like old tines.

EVA
Yeah Joe, except nowit's called
breaki ng and entering. What do you
want ?

JCE
" m nmessed up without you, bonita.
I know I’ m not perfect. But you

know how much | |ove you. C non.
We can fix this. Cone home and
let’s work this out... |ike we
al ways do.
He reaches over and softly touches her hair. He kisses her
neck. Despite her resolve, there’s still an attraction.
EVA
Joe. Don’'t. [It’s over.
JOE

I know you | ove ne.
(nuzzling her)
| need you, Eva.

NELLY
(fromthe darkness)
You're not really trying to get
busy with nme five feet away?
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JCE
No. Maybe a little.

Long beat.

NELLY
Did you bring condons?

EVA
Joe, we gotta face the truth. W
never shoul d have gotten married in
the first place. Wre two
different people. Your life is
fishing, playing ball, poker. M ne
is working a dead-end job, cooking

your food, doing your laundry. |I'm
i ke a nother you get to have sex
with.

JCE

kay, that’s a major wood Kkiller.

INT. CITY HALL DI NI NG ROOM  NEXT DAY.

A large room of marble and oak. Eva, |ooking classy and hot,
sits across a table from Heath, both eat Caesar sal ads.

HEATH
| filed yesterday. After five
years on the council, | figure why

not take a run at Mayor?

EVA
Take care of ny problemw th these
Citigro trucks, you got ny vote.

HEATH
Thanks. Now convi nce 75, 000 of
your closest friends and |'’min.

EVA
I mght be able to. | want the
trucks re-routed, but in the
nmeantinme | need speed-bunps, now.

She | eans forward, casually touching his arm working him
like a pro. It's just a tactic, but she’ s very convincing.

EVA
Take care of it, I'lIl nake sure
peopl e know Heath Breuer is the one
to thank.
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HEATH
You're a hard woman to say “no” to.

EVA
So don't.

She hol ds his gaze for an extra beat.

HEATH
Odinarily I don’t make these kind
of prom ses.
(he leans closer)
But for you-- consider it done.

Eva tries to mask her triunphant smle.
INT. RITA'S KITCHEN. SAME TI ME

G |1’s making an onel et, chopping vegetabl es on the counter
Joe enters.

JCE
I s Eva around?
GL
Lower your voice bro, | got a huge

hangover. Makin' ny fanbus norning-
after onelet.

He delicately adds sone chopped onions, tomato-- then opens a
cabinet, pulls out a bottle of tequila and pours in a shot.

GL
Wr ks every tine.

Joe crosses to the table and sits.

JCE
Eva | eaving’ s got nme nessed up. |
can’t sleep, | can’t work, | can't

keep ny m nd on anything for nore
t han twenty seconds.

GL
Throw in irritable bowels and the
need to pee every 25 m nutes and
wel cone to ny world, hernmano.

JCE
| gotta figure out a way to get her
back before it’s too |ate.

G| puts a hand on his shoul der
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GL
This just may be your |ucky day.

INT. G LS BEDROOM

G| fishes a book out of his dresser. He rummages around the
drawer for sonething el se.

GL
Strange. Ch well.

He hands Joe t he book.

GL
| give you the secret to a woman’s
heart. Love poens by Cctavio Paz.

JCE
You have a book of |ove poens?

AL
In ny day | was quite the | over
But I’m sure that comes as no
surprise.

JOE
O kay.

GL

Rita’s nother was m vida, ny whole
worl d. Once we had a big fight,
t hese lines fixed everything:

(wth great drama)
“I'f man is a nmetaphor of the
uni verse, the human couple is the
seed of all forms. Time recaptured,
the return to the tinme before
time..” Menorize that, then give her
t he book.

(with a wi nk)
And get ready for anor.

JOE
Ya t hi nk?

GL
Better than a pitcher of pina
col adas and Julio Iglesias on the
t ur nt abl e.

Joe admires the book as G| returns to rummagi ng through his
dresser drawer.
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INT. CITY HALL HALLWAY/ GABBY' S KI TCHEN. SAME TI ME.

Eva finds a quiet alcove in the crowded City Hall hallway and
triunphantly dials her cell. |INTERCUT with Gabby in a nmessy
kitchen filled with noisy kids.

GABBY
Eat it all or Santa ain't com ng
this year. And I'll tell the elves

to come take back the stuff they
brought | ast year!

(i nto phone)
Yeah?

EVA
Qur Citigro problemis fixed!
Speed- bunps are going in. Hell, he
woul d’ ve posted armed guards at
checkpoints by the time I was done.

GABBY

Qoh, girl you are good!
EVA

kay, | am

Heat h and an Al DE appear in the hallway, near Eva.

EVA
Gotta go.
(hangs up)
Heat h- -

But before they see her,

Al DE
So how do you want to handle this
Citigro thing? Speed bunps, re-
routing?

HEATH
And piss off the | argest enpl oyer
in the county? It's not their
fault some school |ies between the
war ehouse and t he new onranp.

Al DE
But what about that chick?

HEATH
Li ke 1" m gonna shoot down a nenber
of the Hi spanic conmunity on day
one of ny mayoral canpaign?

( MORE)
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HEATH( cont ' d)
Besi des she’s not after speed
bunps, she wants power. Schedul e
nore neetings with her, let her
think she’s getting sonewhere. 1’11
co-opt her soon enough.

They continue on. Eva steans. Her cell rings.
EVA
(i nto phone)
What, Papi ?
INTERCUT with G| in his bedroom
GL
Have you seen the rubbers | keep in
nmy dresser? They're blue and ki nda

| ook |ike octopus tentacles on the
end. | think sonebody took them

As Eva realizes who that may be,

END OF ACT ONE
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I NT. EL TECOLOTE RESTAURANT. THAT NI GHT.

Smal | but packed, as befitting the best Mexican joint in
town. Rita chats with CUSTOVERS at the register. Eva enters.

EVA
Ma, we need to tal k, now.

The BARTENDER sees Eva and smil es.
BARTENDER
Eva, long tinme! Chica, don’t do
anything rash with this Joe thing.
The custoners Rita’s been talking to turn to | eave.
CUSTOVER
A marriage is hills and valleys.
Li sten to your nother.

They exit. Eva watches them go, incredul ous.

EVA
What, did you put inserts in the
menus?

RI TA

Excuse me. My daughter has broken
nmy heart again, so | nentioned it
to a friend or two.

A PLUMBER enters fromthe restroom w ping his hands.

PLUVBER
Just paper towels in the drain.
(to EBEva)
Wuld it kill you to cut the guy
some sl ack?

He exits. Before Eva can object,

RI TA
So what’s going on that we need to
tal k so badly?

EVA
It’s Nelly.
(maki ng sure they can’t be
over - hear d)
She asked ne to get her condons.



Fum ng,

RI TA
(shocked)
What for?

EVA
To make bal |l oon ani nal s.

RI TA
Ch. What a sweet ni na.

EVA
She’ s t hi nki ng about having sex!

RI TA
Ae m os D o!
(collapsing in a chair)
| knew letting you nove back in was
a mstake. Al this crazy talk of
| eavi ng marri ages and freedom -

EVA
This is nmy fault?

RI TA
Nel |y’ s never asked ne for condons.
Popsi cl es, Barbies, yes -- a

condom never

EVA
That’ s because she knows your
preferred method of birth contro
is joining a convent!

RI TA
This is silliness. Nelly' s a baby.

EVA
Ma, Nelly's growing up, it’s not ny
fault and if you don’t get involved
in her life, you re gonna w nd up
with a second daughter pregnant
bef ore she graduates. Lucky those
robes nake great maternity dresses.

Eva picks up a rag and starts cleaning a table.

RI TA
My Eva. Always enotional. Wen
you were little, I'd try to punish

you by making you stand with your
nose in the corner--you d heckle ne
i ke a Juarez street vendor

( MORE)

20.



Rl TA(cont ' d)
I"d send you to your room you'd

come out with a twenty page essay

on how | was being unfair. Wth
i ndex and f oot not es!

(softening a little)
Sonmeday, God willing, maybe you’
have a daughter exactly like you.
| hope so, I'd | ove the revenge.

Despite her frustration, Eva gives a snal

EVA
Where do you think | get ny spiri
Look at you. When Dad died, you
coul d have given up, but you kept
going. Now this place is doing
better than ever.

RI TA
Your father always was an i nbecil
with noney. No commpn sense
what soever. A fool, really.

sm | e.

t?

EVA
He was only human.

RI TA
Bite your tongue, the man was a
saint! The bottomline is, | did
what | had to do. Para m famlia

Eva just | ooks at her.

RI TA
Fine. 1’1l talk to Nelly. The
same way | talked to you

EVA
You nean that if | let a boy even

touch me, my cueva would rot and
fall off?

RI TA
It can happen, but do they teach
such things in school? No, they
can’t be bothered.

EVA
Momt -

RI TA
"1l talk to her.
(re: the table)
You mi ssed a spot.

21.
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I NT. NELLY'S BEDROCOM NI GHT.

Eva lies on her mattress, watching Nelly sleep, nore child
than woman. Eva rolls over to find Joe kneeling there.

JOE
Fi ve m nutes, bonita.

EXT. FRONT YARD. NI GHT.
Eva and Joe cl anber out the bedr oom wi ndow.

EVA
Two m nutes, Joe. And counting.

Joe solemly takes her by the hand.

JOE

Eva. ..

(then, with great enotion)
If we are a netaphor of the
uni verse, people are the seed and
time is tine before tine...tine.
And seeds. Yes, seeds. Many, nmany
seeds. Anmen.

Of Eva' s | ost | ook.

JOE
It’s Cctavio Paz.

He hands her the book. Eva | ooks at the cover, touched.

EVA
I know. He was ny abuel a's
favorite. She used to read his
poens to me. They were the reason

fell inlove with literature.
JOE
We both know I’ m no good with
wor ds.
(sincere)
I need you. I'’mnot gonna let you
out of ny life. These poens, | hope

they’'re able to express the |ove |
have in ny heart for you

Eva | ooks at him She can’'t help but be softened... and then
they' re soaked by an | CY STREAM OF WATER. They | ook to see
G| in his bathrobe standing by the house with a garden hose.
Crooked in his armis a shotgun. G| shuts off the hose.
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GL
Sorry. Thought it was those damm
nei ghbor hood punks sneaki ng around
agai n.

JCE
(seeing the gun)
Dude, you'd shoot kids with a
shot gun?

GL
Not to worry.
(conspiratorially, tapping
t he gun)
Thunbt acks.

EXT. CESAR CHAVEZ M DDLE SCHOOL. NEXT DAY
Eva and Nelly wal k toward school
NELLY
She told nme ny cueva would turn
bl ack and fall off!

EVA
Wth nme | think it was purple.

Nel |y sees Sean parked at the curb and gives hima smle.

NELLY
| cannot wait until that party
t oni ght .

EVA

Papi’ s condons are m ssing.

NELLY
So. You think | took thenf

EVA
Let’s just say he doesn’t know
where they are, | didn't steal
them and | doubt Mnis sonewhere
getting it on with fluorescent blue
French Ticklers.

NELLY
Pl ease, that’s nore disgusting than
the i mage of ny business falling
of f.
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EVA
Nelly. | knowit’'s tenpting. |
know what your body is telling you.

NELLY
My body’s still queasy fromthe
nmom condomthing. WIIl you chill?
You' re as bad as she is.

EVA
Baby, | know the nessage the world
gives us. But don't let the videos
and music and conmerci al s make you
believe that all you are is a boy
toy. It’s just people trying to
sell stuff, and the worst part is
we all start to think it's real.
It’s not. You re nore, Nelly.

The bell rings. Nelly gives a half-hearted nod, then joins
other kids as they flowinto school. Gabby hustles up.

GABBY
(on pins and needl es)
Vel |l ? What was Joe's big gift
that’ s got you reconsidering and
all? 1 don’'t see no di anonds.
What was it, a car, a cruise?

Eva proudly pulls the book out of her jacket pocket and hands
it to Gabby.

GABBY
That settles it, you re divorcing
t he payaso.

EVA
Gabby, it’s ny favorite book in the
world. Sonetine | nust’'ve told him
about it, and he renenbered. It’'s
so... thoughtful

Gabby hands the book back to Eva, skeptical.

GABBY
Honey, “thoughtful” and “Joe” go
together like “ny old man” and
“femal e orgasni.

EVA
Joe’s a smart guy, you know that.



GABBY
Even so, it don’t snell |ike him

Eva stuffs the book back in her pocket. They wal k.

EVA
| don’t know. All these ideas
have, everybody thinks I know what
I’mdoing. I"'mjust naking it up as
I go like everyone el se. Maybe |
shoul d gi ve Joe anot her shot. Maybe
ny Momis right.

GABBY
Shut up or I will hurt you.

Gabby takes Eva by the shoul ders.

GABBY

Al'l our lives, our grandnothers and
nons and aunts have done not hing
but bitch about their terrible
lives and their screw up kids and
t heir good-for-nothin husbands.
If it weren't for that and grow ng
hair in places they don't want,
t hey’ d have nothing to tal k about.
You' re neant for nore, Eva. You
al ways have been. | swear, if ten
years fromnow you're married to a
guy you don't |ove, wearing sweat
pants to make roomfor the extra 40
pounds on your waffle-iron ass with
a bunch of scream ng kids running
around maki ng your life hell--

(she thinks for a beat)
Okay, | have to kill nyself.

A CGitigro produce truck roars through.

GABBY
Ae mos Dio!! W gotta take care
of this. Nails in the road, M 80s
in the asphalt!

EVA
Babe, | draw the line at |EDs. But
we gotta do sonet hing.
(t hi nki ng)
And generations of our wonen
bi t chi ng about husbands and chin
hair may just be the way.

25.
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Gabby’s lost. Eva pulls out her cell.

EVA

(into cell)
The nunber for Eyew tness News,
pl ease

(then, to the other nons)
Attention, |adies! Wuatever you
got going the rest of the norning--
cancel it!!

EXT. CESAR CHAVEZ M DDLE SCHOOL. A SHORT WHI LE LATER

A nmob scene. Traffic, including a Ctigro Produce sem, is
gridl ocked. The sidewal ks are packed with on-|ookers. A
couple of sheriff squad cars try to untangle the snarled knot
of cars.

EYEW TNESS NEWS REPORTER.

REPORTER
El ena Perez live from Cesar Chavez
M ddl e School where a group of
concerned not hers have forned a
human chain to protest Citigro
produce trucks speeding in front of
their children's school.

EVA, GABBY AND OTHER MOVB

Li nked armin-arm blocking the street. Eva paces back and
forth, orchestrating it all.

EVA AND MOMS
Ctigro nmust go, Citigro must go!!
NELLY AND A GROUP OF FRI ENDS

Watch fromthe sidewalk. Nelly s not sure whether to be
enbarrassed or inspired.

EVA.
A Sheriff approaches her.
SHERI FF

Ma’am | gotta have you break this
up. | can’t have you bl ocki ng- -
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EVA
Fill out a form pal.
(1 ouder)
Citigro nmust go! Citigro nust go!

Nearby a K-9 DOG strains at this leash, trying to get closer
to Eva. The reporter el bows her way in.

REPORTER
W're told the | eader of this
protest is Eva Ramrez. M.
Ram rez, why?

EVA
Because we got Citigro trucks
endangering our kids and nobody’ ||
listen because we're wonen and poor
and Latina. Apparently sone people
t hink we don't count, that our
probl ems and wi shes and dreans
don't matter...

I NT. EL TECOLOTE

Rita and Joe and G| watch Eva on a TV above the bar, in
shock.

RI TA
She’s making a fool of herself!

JCE
But damm, she | ooks hot doing it.

INT. CITY HALL.

Heath watches a TV in his office.

EVA

(on the screen)
Counci | man Heath Breuer thinks we
can be “handled”. M. Breuer, 1’11
tell you who we support--
politicians who take us for real,
365 days a year, not just enpty
suits who develop a taste for tacos
when the Mayor’s job’s at stake!

(into canera)
You don’t handl e us, we handl e you!

Heath is pissed, but this woman is a force of nature.
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EXT. CESAR CHAVEZ M DDLE SCHOCOL.

EVA
It’s time to stand up and take
control of things, to not be
defined by what other people want
us to be--

Eva realizes she's talking not only about Citigro but about
the situation with Nelly, with Joe. The K-9 dog can barely
control itself.

EVA

Today we’re here about speed- bunps.
But speed-bunps cone in all forns.
What people tell us we can't do,
famlies who don't understand --

(she finds Nelly in the

crowd and hol ds her gaze)
Those who pressure you to do things
t hat coul d define who you are for
the rest of your life.

Nelly realizes Eva’'s talking to her. Then the K-9 dog | eaps
free and charges toward Eva. Before anyone can react, the
dog junps up and tears the pocket out of Eva's jacket. Gl's
Cctavio Paz book falls to the pavenent. The dog angrily rips
it open...exposing a baggie of brownish-green | eaves. He
happily sits, panting. The Sheriff |ooks to Eva.

SHERI FF
Ma'am is that--

Eva is speechless. Sheriffs step forward to frisk her.

REPORTER
(into canera)
A sudden and shocking tw st, as
activist Eva Ramirez is apparently
busted for possession of marijuana.

I NT. EL TECOLOTE

GL
So that's where it went.
(t hi nks)
Hey, maybe | left my rubbers in
t here too!



INT. RITA'S LIVING ROOM  LATER

Eva, Joe, Rita and G| yell at each other
Nel | y wat ches.

EVA
(throw ng the chewed-up
book at Joe)
I
filled with nota!

RI TA
My own daughter, arrested on TV

EVA
If I didn't have a cl ean record,
woul d have been booked!

JOE
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amle a mnute.

can’t believe you gave ne a book
I

Baby, the book wasn't mine, it was

Gl s!
Eva turns her angry gaze at G |.

GL
Just tryin’ to help, mja.

Rl TA

(praying) _
La Bi enaventurada Virgen Mari a--

EVA
(to Joe)

Don’t you see, today was us in a
nutshell. | was there, about to
acconpl i sh sonet hi ng, maybe make a

di fference. ..

JCE
And | brought you down.

Eva can only give a sad nod.

EVA

| can’t cone back, Joe. It’s over.

He sadly exits. Rita continues praying.

Rl TA

destroyi ng her personal life,
enbarrassi ng her nei ghborhood, her

peopl e.
( MORE)
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Rl TA(cont ' d)

Onh Sacred Mther, giver of life,
She who nurtures and under st ands,
pl ease beat sone sense into ny
daughter’s head!

I NT. NELLY' S BEDROOM LATER

Eva enters to find Nelly doing her final check-over for the
party. She | ooks great.

NELLY
VWell, how do |I | ook?

EVA
Li ke | should barricade the door to
keep you from goi ng.

Nelly thinks for a beat.

NELLY
I know a | ot of what you said today
was neant for me. And | just
wanted you to know, well-- it was

ki nda inspiring. Y know up unti
the part where you were busted for
possessi on.

EVA
You know it was Papi’s.

NELLY
Duh. Until two years ago,
t hought he rolled up towel s under
hi s door because he didn’'t |ike
Cristina Aguilera. So are you sad
about Joe?

EVA
Yes and no. But it’s good. A new
chapter’s beginning. Don’t think
for a mnute I’m done going after
Citigro. It takes nore than
excruciating public humliation to
keep nme down.

NELLY
You' re pretty cool for a big
sister, even if |I’mnot sure what
you' re saying half the tine.

Eva smiles and turns back to her mattress. Sitting on her
pillowis the box of GI’s condons, unopened.
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NELLY
But every now and then | do. WMaybe
thirteen is young. | nean, why
rush? Fourteen ain’t exactly

anci ent.

(before Eva can speak)
["mjust nmessin” with you, sis.
The last thing I need is another
one of your speeches.

Eva ki sses her on the forehead.

EVA
Have fun

NELLY
Lookin” like this? OCh, yeah.

Nelly exits. Eva bends over and picks up the box.
EVA (V. Q)
| renenber once when | was young, |
was |lying on the grass, at sunset--

EXT. PARK. SUMVER EVEN NG

13- YEAR OLD EVA lays on a | awn, |ooking up at the sky.

EVA (V.0)
I was dreaming | was Princess Leia
or a Fly Grl -- when suddenly..

A BRI GHT METEOR arcs across the pastel sky. Eva is
nmesneri zed.

EVA (V.O)
| just knew that shooting star was
an onmen, sent from heaven
especially for me. And then--

She turns her head to see a younger G| nearby, getting ready
to light up another bottle rocket.

EVA (V.O)
I was crushed to find out it was
just Papi sending up bottle rockets
because he won fifty bucks on the
Dodger gane. Isn’t that the way?
So often we find ourselves |iving
| ess than what we inmagi ned.

She turns her eyes back to the sky.
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EVA (V.Q)
But | decided then and there to
never accept that.

I NT. NELLY' S BEDROOM
Eva stands with the box of condons.

EVA (V.0)
Sonmetines all it takes is a snall
victory to build the bridge between
what is and what could be. That
the little voice is right when it
says- -

AL (OCS)
Eva?

Eva turns to see G| standing at Nelly’s door
GL
(with a sly wink, re: the
condons)
Mja, all you had to do was ask.

FADE QUT.

END OF SHOW




